
Luke 24: 44-53 MSG  & Romans 15:1-13  

 I usually begin with a snippet from last week’s message to start off with- but I’m curious, I asked this of our 
congregation on Sunday but I am also asking this of anyone who has been reading the messages- what you may 
remember or want to talk about from previous messages.  Can you share a nugget from a message that stuck with 
you or ask a question that plagues you? This offer is ongoing- just e-mail me.   
 So back to Sunday-I wanted to continue this week focusing on our call to be ambassadors for Christ- as we 
live out the vision God provides.  Today we dig a little deeper to understand WHAT being an ambassador means but 
1st let’s hear where this all began in Luke 24.  
Then he said, “Everything I told you while I was with you comes to this: All the things written about me in the Law of 
Moses, in the Prophets, and in the Psalms have to be fulfilled.” 
45-49 He went on to open their understanding of the Word of God, showing them how to read their Bibles this way. He 
said, “You can see now how it is written that the Messiah suffers, rises from the dead on the third day, and then a 
total life-change through the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed in his name to all nations—starting from here, from 
Jerusalem! You’re the first to hear and see it. You’re the witnesses. What comes next is very important: I am sending 
what my Father promised to you, so stay here in the city until he arrives, until you’re equipped with power from on 
high.” 50-51 He then led them out of the city over to Bethany. Raising his hands he blessed them, and while blessing 
them, made his exit, being carried up to heaven. 52-53 And they were on their knees, worshiping him. They returned to 
Jerusalem bursting with joy. They spent all their time in the Temple praising God. Yes. 
 Jesus didn’t call his disciples ambassadors, but that’s really what they were. They were to be his 
representatives= telling people about the GN B/C of him –about his teachings. And for people that believed-they 
were to keep sharing the message-their stories UNTIL they too would become disciples.  
 However, Jesus tells them-they WILL have divine backup-but needed to wait for the HS. Then they were to 
start first close by-there in Jerusalem then spread out to all Judea, Samaria & ultimately to the ends of the earth. 
And we hear that they fell to their knees to worship him and after he was out of sight- they returned to Jerusalem 
BURSTING with joy and praising God.  Why? B/C they KNEW without a doubt who HE IS and what he did was not 
only for them, but FOR EVERYONE!   
 And with all they had seen-they believed that the HS would come and they would be able to do more than 
they would’ve ever imagined!  However Jesus didn’t only light a fire in his disciples, he also lit a fire in Saul-who was 
sooooo changed by knowing Christ that he became Paul.  It was B/C of Paul’s personal experiences-that he could 
have the same joy and drive as they did, but Paul also had a vision of what he believed he was called to achieve- 
taking Jesus’ command to make believers of people of all nations seriously.  
 This vision was to go from place to place to help the divine seeds that were planted in people’s spirits to 
grow.  He did this by sharing the GN of Christ and also by sharing his stories of Christ working in his life.  This is 
Paul’s latest trip to Rome- not only doesn’t he find that same enthusiasm to share the gospel- he finds that the 
Christians there aren’t doing what they say they believe.  
 More than that- they’re also doing things that others find distressful or uncomfortable- like eating meat that 
was sacrificed to other gods.  Paul knows that all their mistaken thoughts & actions needed to be addressed- so in 
Romans 15: 1-13…  we hear.  
Those of us who are strong and able in the faith need to step in and lend a hand to those who falter, and not just do 
what is most convenient for us. Strength is for service, not status. Each one of us needs to look after the good of the 
people around us, asking ourselves, “How can I help?” 
3-6 That’s exactly what Jesus did. He didn’t make it easy for himself by avoiding people’s troubles, but waded right in 
and helped out. “I took on the troubles of the troubled,” is the way Scripture puts it. Even if it was written in 



Scripture long ago, you can be sure it’s written for us. God wants the combination of his steady, constant calling and 
warm, personal counsel in Scripture to come to characterize us, keeping us alert for whatever he will do next. May 
our dependably steady and warmly personal God develop maturity in you so that you get along with each other as 
well as Jesus gets along with us all. Then we’ll be a choir—not our voices only, but our very lives singing in harmony 
in a stunning anthem to the God and Father of our Master Jesus! 
7-13 So reach out and welcome one another to God’s glory. Jesus did it; now you do it! Jesus, staying true to God’s 
purposes, reached out in a special way to the Jewish insiders so that the old ancestral promises would come true for 
them. As a result, the non-Jewish outsiders have been able to experience mercy and to show appreciation to God.  
Just think of all the Scriptures that will come true in what we do! For instance: Then I’ll join outsiders in a hymn-sing; 
I’ll sing to your name! And this one: Outsiders and insiders, rejoice together! And again: People of all nations, 
celebrate God! Praise him, all you people of the earth. All colors and races, give hearty praise! And Isaiah’s word: 
There’s the root of our ancestor Jesse, breaking through the earth and growing tree tall, Tall enough for everyone 
everywhere to see and take hope!  Oh! May the God of green hope fill you up with joy; fill you up with peace, so that 
your believing lives, filled with the life-giving energy of the Holy Spirit, will brim over with hope! 
 What happened to those first century Christians who became hesitant to dream about how they WERE to 
participate in doing what Jesus had commanded?  Why did they begin singing their own lyrics- instead of singing as 
a choir-not only their voices, but by their actions? 
 In seeing what was going on-how they were either doing nothing or wrong things- Paul challenges them-to 
get it together and re-ignites the fire of the HS within them.  As God’s ambassadors what we say we believe and our 
actions should match up, but we’re told by Paul that before this even begins- there must be a vision to introduce as 
many people as possible to Jesus Christ throughout their little part of the world.   
 Making evangelism part of the Christian life- whether it’s as we travel around the globe or around our 
neighborhoods-we should all have a part in helping people know Jesus. But just as Paul had a vision on how to do 
this, we need a vision from God as well.  And it’s good to ask how big our vision here at BRC is, but we cannot 
answer that until you can answer IF you’re willing to share in the vision received?   
 How many felt excited when you 1st began your faith journey- The excitement grew when seeing God 
answer prayers or when you saw God working IN your life?  I believe this was the feeling of most Christians, but 
what happens too many as time goes by?  
 Why have so many lost their ability to see God doing things today-which in seeing them wouldn’t they still 
give us feelings of joy?  Have we lost some of the joy in being Christ’s hands?  Is this joylessness moving many 
believers to be satisfied with being content with just Sunday’s-letting others continue in God’s vision and mission 
outside their walls so outsiders and insiders can rejoice together?  But sadder than this- we see that some Christians 
have even become CYNICAL. How many times have people shared something wonderful that God is doing & a 
Christian simply says, ‘OH’ as if it’s nothing or unbelievable!   
 The Lord is challenging us to abandon our complacency when he says very truly I tell you whoever believes 
in me will do the works I have been doing and they will do even greater things than these because I am going to the 
father.  The Lord doesn’t want us to take for granted that he IS STILL moving to make things happen in our world.  
And just B/C we can say ‘been there & done that’- the Lord doesn’t intend for us to sit idly by waiting for our days 
end.   
 Someone once said “we believe the Lord can do anything, but how often do we really expect him to do 
something.”  And if we believe that the Lord CAN do anything- why would we doubt that God IS STILL doing 
something.  If we allow ourselves to see something- will we begin by accepting God’s vision-then as a CHOIR we will 
plan and do GOD’S purpose.  



 In order for God to use us, we need to confess any contentment we feel and say Lord, renew my vision- not 
for us- but FOR God’s glory. Renew my confidence in both your and my abilities.  Renew my trust in your resources 
to give me strength.  Open my eyes to see YOU working around me-renewing my JOY!  
 Then open yourself up & dream, plan again, and rejoice!  Imagine what would happen if we knelt down to 
worship him with TOTAL abandon!  Then went out of here bursting with joy!  And let me share-feeling this joy-has 
NOTHING to do with this service and HAS EVERYTHING to do with how we allow the HS TO FILL US.  
 I’ll share my vision of what would happen in doing this.  Even if we felt inadequate or ill-equipped to share- 
we would share anyway. Even if we assume that people don’t want to hear the GN- we’ll speak it anyway.  Even IF 
we encountered people who are or think differently than us- we’d invite them anyway.  
 Matthew 9:36- tells us that when Jesus saw the crowds he had compassion on them, B/C they were harassed 
& helpless, like sheep without a shepherd-& I will add-when people feel this way-they also feel HOPELESS.  We need 
to ask God to move our hearts with the same compassion that moves HIS heart=Why? B/C the Lord pointed out the 
urgency of our task by commanding ALL his disciples to go.  We must sense the urgency of our time & go for we 
know and can see that people NEED Jesus.  
 Luke ends his book with the great commission and from that commission we’re not only privileged to 
witness the disciple’s joy- we’re privileged to also be called to action so that we too can experience that same joy all 
throughout our journey with Jesus.  
 Let’s move out as his ambassadors -enjoy the excitement of obeying him and inviting & welcoming people to 
come know him better.  I found this story that might help us wrap our minds around what I’ve been getting at these 
past several weeks–hoping that we will see that even doing small things-they can have big results.   
 A woman lost her husband and went into an extended period of grief. She took flowers to the cemetery 
weekly but secluded herself from all other activities. Her doctor became concerned about her health when symptoms 
of physical illness began to appear. One day he told her about two of his patients in a nearby hospital who had no 
families to visit them. The doctor said to the grieving woman, “next Sunday, instead of taking flowers to the 
cemetery, why don’t you take them to those two lonely patients of mine in the hospital? Just say ‘hello’ to them and 
see what you can do for them.” Somewhat reluctantly, the woman did as her doctor suggested. By this simple little 
act, the logjam in her heart was broken. It washed away the bitterness. More and more often she took the flowers to 
the hospital instead of the cemetery.  She found that the healing power of God, which she had been resisting, had 
finally broken through, and she was freed from the destructive grief that had been diminishing her life-moving into 
the gracious circle-all because of the simple act of mercy and compassion?  
 This logjam isn’t only created by grief; it can also be created by a lot of other things including contentment.  
But I can guarantee that by doing something for someone else-It will free up that logjam-allowing you to know that 
the more you love, the more you are loved; the more you are loved, the more you are given strength to go out to 
love and the more you go out to love- the more joy you will feel and the more joy you feel- the more people will 
want to know Jesus who gives you THAT joy. 
 None of us knows what God has in store or even how we’re going to get there, but right now at this point in 
our journey- ARE we willing to be open to a vision that God wants us to see and then in seeing it- will we keep 
putting one foot in front of the other –listening as we go?   
 For when we do this, we can be assured that not only will our feet be kept on the right path, but we will be 
trying to get the Lord’s way-not our way or society’s way -so that Jesus’ teaching will be heard, embraced and 
followed more and more-enabling our communities to change for the better.   
 


