
Scriptures- Psalm 132, Matthew 1:18-23, Revelation 11:15  
 We’ve been pilgrims on the journey for a long time now and have traversed over some difficult 
mountains and scary valleys as we reminded ourselves that God PROMISES good to us and that we can trust 
the Lord-even being joyful in the hardships of our journey.  
 But it’s Psalm 132- the last Psalm of Ascent we’ll be using-that celebrates one of the most remarkable 
promises in the Bible, what we know as the Davidic Covenant, and the psalmist calls on God to fulfill it.  Hear 
Ps. 132. 
 When David became King- he had built a beautiful palace for himself, but we hear in the psalm that he 
was troubled B/C the ark- the symbol of God’s presence among God’s people- was NOT in a beautiful 
sanctuary in Jerusalem.  In fact they really didn’t know where it was.   They thought it was in Ephratha-we 
know it as Bethlehem- David’s ancestral home, but it was further away in the countryside.    
 We also hear that David couldn’t rest until God had a house, but it was through Nathan the prophet, 
that God told David- not to be concerned with this- in fact, it would be David's son Solomon that would build 
the temple. 
 Instead God wanted to build a "house" for David.  The Hebrew word used here for "house" refers to 
one's family and dynasty.  This amazing prophecy, known as the Davidic Covenant-brings to mind what was 
said in 2 Sam. 7- that God promised that David's royal line would last forever- IF each king followed God and 
obeyed God’s ways.  
 So the psalmist prays that the current anointed King and all who worship in God’s presence would find 
it easy to obey and follow God so they wouldn’t be rejected-rescinding God’s covenant.  And for 500 yrs., 
David's descendants, the kings of Judah, did continue to reign, father to son, son to grandson until Jerusalem 
fell in 587 BC -to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon.  This is what we mentioned last week- noting that the Jews 
were in exile B/C they turned away from God by NOT obeying God’s ways.  
 In the years of the Exile and after, a hope rose within God's people that David's descendant -the 
ultimate promise of THE anointed one- which is the Hebrew word for ‘the Messiah’-would restore glory to the 
Kingdom-fulfilling every promise ever given by God so that the light of God would be seen by all of God’s 
people forever! 
 How did the promised one come to earth? Hear this in Matthew 1:18-23  This is how Jesus the Messiah 
was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while 
she was still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Joseph, to whom she was 
engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the 
engagement quietly.  As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of 
David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet: “Look! The virgin will conceive a 
child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” 
 This passage is jammed packed of Messianic prophesies from the OT.  Do you think Matthew was 
trying to get some kind of point across?  YES! Why did Matthew do this?  B/C Matthew was sharing the story 
of Jesus with the Jews.   
 As I said on 11/29, the Jews had been waiting for over 400 years for THE anointed one- who had been 
promised to them by God. So to prove that Jesus IS THE Messiah, he begins with Jesus’ genealogy beginning 



with Abraham-connecting all the way to Jesus showing Jesus IS the Son of David, who was born in Bethlehem, 
the City of David.  
 Matthew is telling the people WHY they should listen to the rest of what he shares about Jesus, his 
teachings, and esp. about their salvation-showing that Jesus’ birth & life make visible a spiritual reality: God is 
CRAZY in love with us!  So much so that God wanted to be Emmanuel-meaning God with us.  
 God created humans with this love relationship in mind, breathing life into us, creating us in God’s own 
image and placing souls within us so we can commune with God.  This was evident in the Garden of Eden; 
God’s presence was very real to the first humans as God walked with them in the cool evenings, but we see 
ALL throughout Biblical history, that God was never far from God’s people-always demonstrating his LONGING 
to be with them.  
 And although we know that sin damaged our relationship with God, Jesus came to make it right, to 
heal the scars, and assure that our relationship with God can NEVER be broken again-FOREVER.  If we’re 
looking at our relationship with God as a chore to be done or with indifference- we’re missing something 
important. 
 Frances Chan says in his book-Crazy Love- “We need to be consumed.. to be obsessed- with nothing and 
no one else but God.”  When we’re crazy in love with God, we will know what truly matters and will be able to 
understand the truth of Jesus’ crazy love for us as well.  And In knowing THIS truth- AS Jesus’ followers we’re 
to reach out with the love of Christ so the message of salvation-which was the ultimate act of love-, will be 
proclaimed by us, to God’s people.  
 But God takes this crazy kind of love further than this- for our ultimate promise tells us that there WILL 
come a Day when the Son of Man WILL appear for all to see "Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and 
there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 'The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and 
of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.'" (Revelation 11:15) 
 And the ancient promise made to David (that one of his sons will always sit upon his throne) will be 
fulfilled when Jesus the King comes in ALL his glory.  And as amazing as that day WILL BE and no matter how 
much we’re looking forward to it- we MUST remain in the present-hearing of God’s love for US, feeling God’s 
love within & around us, BUT as Jesus’ followers we’re commanded to go out to share God’s love with a 
selfless love SO ALL will not be shut out when the 7th horn IS blown.  
 


