
2-28-21 Matthew 7:21-29 and James 1:21-22  
 Last week we talked about Jesus’ no hold back teaching on discipleship- Anyone who is his 
disciple places Jesus and his mission to fulfill God’s plan in the center of their hearts and life.  
And when doing this they’re AS flavorful, AS germ killing, and AS essential as SALT.   
 Today we will ‘build upon’ this thought by talking about what needs to happen to us so 
that we’re solid and unmovable in faith by reflecting on Matthew 7:21-29.  And we begin with 
vs.21-23- 
“Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those 
who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. On judgment day many will say to 
me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed 
many miracles in your name.’ But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who 
break God’s laws.’ 
 In Hebrew and Greek- ‘Lord’ refers to divinity.  Jesus is saying that IF believing he IS 
Lord, DOESN’T change our heart to love God & others, and it doesn’t cause us to change ANY 
behaviors that are contrary to Jesus’ teachings or it doesn’t create an eagerness to join him in 
his mission of doing God’s will on earth- then we’re not useful believers-we’re just talking the 
talk.  
 Making true faith more than giving a verbal BELIEF statement -it’s a belief that is felt 
within-that causes us to trust that God created us, loves us, forgives us and is with us-and in 
believing this- it leads to a life that shows HOW Jesus influences our decisions, behaviors, and 
actions.   
 And to help us assure this is true, last week I asked that instead of- or adding to “giving 
up” something for Lent, maybe we could “take in” Jesus’ teachings and apply them to our 
thoughts, understanding and lives- 
 1st noticing that IF we see a difference that we should pray- ask God to change our 
thoughts, understanding and how we live- so we can mimic Jesus more often- as we now go out 
with sincere hearts so that God’s plan will continue to change people’s lives and ultimately 
society. 
 Our verses today deal with the importance of matching obedience to the will of God with a 
person’s words of commitment, but doing this it highlights our need a have a solid foundation to 
support it.  
 Also, last week I said if Jesus’ teachings on discipleship made you uncomfortable or you 
didn’t know if you were ready to commit- our passage today can help your soil be good-so you 
can grow in faith and commitment. How?  By seeing WHAT our faith is built on and to help us 
understand this better=Jesus tells a story-vs 24-27 
“Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on 
solid rock. Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat 
against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. But anyone who hears my 
teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. When the rains 
and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.” 
 Carpenter Jesus knew well the results of a weak foundation.  No doubt he had seen what 
happens when a lazy builder doesn’t dig down to solid rock and decides to build on sand.  The 
sand might be hard packed during pleasant days, making it SEEM suitable to build on, but as 
soon as the storms come-and they WILL- that once hard sand becomes MUSH-making it 
unstable to hold up anything! 



 Although digging down may be A LOT more work, its well-worth the effort & the results. 
And what results does a foundation built on rock produce for believers? When the storms come 
or external pressures & temptations assault us-we will be able to stand firm AGAINST them & 
persevere.    
 Many here have been or are going through storms; for all of us this past year has been 
like a hurricane at times.  How many have said, “If it wasn’t for my faith, I wouldn’t have gotten 
through it?”  And faith IS wonderful to have, but Jesus is telling us that there’s MORE to faith 
than us just getting through the storms.   
 Jesus is telling us that we must share how and why we got through them with those who 
are still in the sand. Why?  One summer my mom and I went to Belmar during the Sand Castle 
completion.  
 People created exotic sand castles, animals and other unbelievable sand sculptures with 
incredible details.  We marveled at the talent as we walked from one creation to another.  But 
even with all that amazing work, the tide came in and wiped it all away leaving no trace of the 
beauty remaining. 
 Many people in our communities have built their lives like this.  Sure they have nice 
houses, cars, a good chunk of $ in the bank and “stuff”.  They have fun doing all sorts of great 
things, but what happens IF OR WHEN this life built on sand gets wiped away?  Who or what do 
they turn too if they don’t believe in God?   
 This isn’t a new thought- the writer of Ps 146 said in v. 3-5-Do not put your trust in 
princes or other people, who cannot save you.  When people die, they are buried. Then all of 
their plans come to an end. Joyful are those who are helped by the God of Jacob. Their hope is 
in the LORD their God. 
 When our life is built on the Lord-trusting the Lord and NOT people or human thought or 
things, we can & will survive the storms.  Many of us know this and B/C we do, Jesus wants us-
AS HIS followers-to help people build on something that will last- a rock solid foundation that 
won’t give way when their lives are shaken right down TO their very core. 
 If we, who have our hope in the Lord, don’t share what WE’VE experienced, how will sand 
dwellers know who THEY can turn to or HOW to rebuild their life on rock?  They won’t and this is 
where WE, as Jesus’ hands, feet, heart and voice come in-for it is the will of God for people to 
KNOW this! 
  So what is a reminder to us is also what we should share to help people build on a rock. 
We need to remember and share what has helped us- And what has helped us is that we believe 
that God is God, that Jesus is our Savior, & the HS is here to guide us.   
 Isn’t it from here that our foundation began to be laid as we engaged in a faithful prayer 
life-developing a closer relationship with God?  But a solid faith ALSO is strengthened by:  
• coming regularly to church where- 
ü praising God opens us up so that we may draw EVEN closer to God,  
ü Where we can continue to grow in our knowledge, and understanding of Christ and his 

teachings.  
ü Where others help and encourage us to KEEP building- This especially happens when 

we’ve heard PEOPLE’S testimonies of faith or have spoken to those who have not only 
weathered the storms in their lives, but we hear how they got through them.   

 But there’s another way a person’s foundation is strengthen, it’s when we go out AS 
Christ’s hands and heart to help someone who just had their fragile house wiped out from under 
them.   



 And although this passage applies to us individually, I believe that it also applies to US AS 
Christ’s church.  For we too, MUST have a faithful prayer life so we can be in tune with God’s 
WILL for us AS kingdom workers, we too MUST keep growing in our understanding of God’s 
Word. 
 And so that our foundation REMAINS solid- we need to help each other, care for and about 
each other -realizing that what I said at the Cong. Mtg. IS true- WE ARE ALL IN THIS 
TOGETHER- we’re interlocked bricks & the mortar that holds us together-making us strong -IS 
Christ. 
 However, this togetherness isn’t just to help each other get through our storms. We have 
another purpose given to us BY CHRIST- to yes share the GN of Christ with those around us, but 
we’re also to help people pick a good site so they can begin building solid foundations that are 
able to weather the storms-not in fear, but with certainty.  
 So we ALL do well to listen to Jesus, understand his teachings so we can be wise people.  
How do we become wise? The verb listen- isn’t simply hearing- It’s absorbing what Jesus says-
so we can act upon his teachings-giving us direction B/C of understanding- so that we can be 
obedient to the will of God today.   
  In order to make this happen, we have to assure that WE as Christ’s people & church 
don’t take shortcuts that will weaken our structure causing us to collapse when the storms blow.  
This must’ve been a very SIGNIFICANT lesson B/C James shares this thought in James 1:21-22  
“So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in 
your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. But don’t just listen to God’s word. You 
must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.”  
 James advised that it’s important to listen to what God’s Word says, but it’s just as 
important to obey it and to do what it says.  We can measure the effectiveness of reading God’s 
word, our study of the Bible, and worship time BY the effect that it has on our attitudes and in 
our doing when we leave here.   
 This is why the pondering questions are provided each week.  It’s a way for us to measure 
how God’s word is received and working in OUR lives, but they also point to any cracks that we 
might have in our foundation so they can be repaired.  
 First and foremost, do we follow this foundation of God’s law when Jesus said-‘And you 
must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your 
strength. The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other 
commandment is greater than these.”  
 Do we have good soil?  Are we persistent in prayer?  Do we know we’re sinners-humbly 
coming to God?  Do we put God in the center as we keep asking, seeking and knocking confident 
of God’s love & that God will answer? Do we have a clear understanding of who we’re following-
willing to pick up our cross and commit to being salty so that God’s plan for humanity can be 
fulfilled?   
 And is our foundation –individually and as Christ’s church built on rock or sand?  As I said 
last week, Jesus isn’t teaching or asking us random questions or questions that we think DON’T 
apply to us- 1- they do apply to us and 2- since there’s much work that needs to be done-he 
wants us to answer them truthfully.   
 Are we willing to listen to Jesus’ teaching, to strengthen our foundation, and be obedient 
to God’s call on us OR will we stick our heads in the sand- leaving the doing for someone else to 
do- or not do -either?   
 


