
5-30-21 Genesis 1:1-22, John 1:1-14, Mark 1: 9-11, Matthew 28:16-20 Acts 2:1-4 & Romans 8:12-14 MSG 

 Last week we said that these past 14 months could be seen as an awakening of sorts - God has gotten 
the attention of many who are now realizing that God may be- not only- what’s missing from their lives, but 
ESSENTIAL to them.   
 And with seeds planted- it’s up to us to understand our need to SEIZE this opportunity- to share that 
God loves everyone- showing that everyone belongs- And by sharing this -we can help them understand that 
there’s hope in all circumstances when God is in the mix.  
 And when I speak of God in this way- I’m speaking of the triune God.  God the Father and God the Son 
and God the Holy Spirit or what the church calls the Trinity or the Triune God. Triune-tri-3-une-united. This 
term of God 3 in 1 isn’t mentioned AS IS in Scripture. The concept originated many centuries ago B/C the 
church’s ancestors realized the awesome mystery that God has 3 natures or characters while remaining as one 
God.  
 I will not even try to explain this mystery for it’s not easy to explain or to completely understand. 
However relating to God as the Trinity can have a profound impact on us B/C it gets us as close to the truth of 
God as we can get with our limited ability to grasp the complexity of God.   
 As I reviewed scriptures and prayed for clarity this week, I found that one thought kept popping out to 
me –relationship. Relationships aren’t just something that God forms with all of creation as God sees fit, but 
relationship is WHO God is.  
 Although we have no words to explain the Trinity adequately the ancient Greeks came up with a word 
that helps us to grasp a bit about the concept - that word is perichoresis.   Peri- means a circle or around 
something-it’s where we get the word perimeter and choresis- means a fluid dance & it’s where we get the 
word choreography.   
 So the ancient Greeks came to understand that God is like a circular- fluid dance. A swirling and 
constant movement of love flowing in and around itself.  And while that’s a wonderful picture to imagine, it’s 
important to try to understand how the 3 are distinct in their movement and in their nature.  
 In the 1st Chap. of Genesis, almost every line is amazing and inspiring as God the Father speaks creation 
into existence; heaven & earth, Light-so there was day & night, ocean & stream, trees & grass, birds & fish, 
animals- sun, moon and stars. EVERYTHING, seen and unseen, called into being by God‘s spoken word-God 
satisfied that all was good.  
 And tucked into this incredible view of God creating- we see in verse 26-27 “let US create in OUR 
image.”  At that moment –with thoughts of creating humankind they, the Trinity, decided to create US in their 
image which draws us INTO their relationship- into the swirling dance.  
 However, we know that this beautiful picture became marred by sin.  So not only were humans asked 
to leave the garden- we were asked to leave the dance. This pained the triune God- so God the Son stepped 
onto earth to rectify the problem.  
 And just as the 1st chap. of Genesis painted a beautiful picture of God the Father as Creator, the 1st 
chap. of John paints a beautiful picture of Jesus- God the Son- as the Redeemer. Hear John 1: 1-14. Just B/C 
the Son came to earth-it didn’t cause the Trinity or the dance to pause- in fact, at the right time- humans were 
given the privilege to get a glimpse of the Divine dance at Jesus’ baptism.  In Mark 1:10-11  
 We’re told that just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open & the 
Spirit descended on him like a dove.  & a voice from heaven said– ‘You’re my Son, whom I love; with you I’m 
well pleased.” 



 And from that time until he ascended back to God the Father & God the Spirit, Jesus who was the word 
of God made flesh- taught people WHAT God wanted us to know. That God loves us & B/C of THAT love we 
should love God and each other so ALL can be saved.   
 B/C of THAT love, Jesus died so the sins that got us kicked out of the garden & of the divine dance- 
could be forgiven- allowing us to be embraced by The Triune God in relationship.  But did the Divine dance end 
for us when Jesus left earth?  No- we hear in Matthew 28:16-20 
Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go.  When they 
saw him, they worshiped him—but some of them doubted! Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given 
all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have 
given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 This tells us that we’ve been – not only -welcomed back INTO the dance, but with God the HS soon to 
come- we would be able to participate in the movement of the dance as seen in Acts 2: 1-4. 
On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place.  Suddenly, there was a sound 
from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. Then, what 
looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them.  And everyone present was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 
 Jesus’ promise to be with us always was fulfilled with the coming of the HS.  However, with God the 
Spirit coming- we find that we’ve got some work to do, but 1st-  Have you ever gone to a party- a song comes 
on- a bunch of people get up & do a dance-everyone doing the same step.  B/C you don’t know the steps - you 
don’t participate.  
 The HS comes and fills us, so we can learn the steps God wants us to take–enabling us to join in on the 
Divine dance.  We also begin to understand that AS NEW creations B/C of Christ & the HS in us- we cannot 
continue to dance the same dance as we did before knowing him NOR can we dance as the world dances any 
longer.   
 Learning HOW to dance with the Triune God- means allowing ourselves to be led and guided by God 
the HS- so we can glide and flow with their movements. This is what Paul was getting at in Romans 8:12-14 
So don’t you see that we don’t owe this old do-it-yourself life one red cent? There’s nothing in it for us, nothing 
at all. The best thing to do is give it a decent burial and get on with your new life. God’s Spirit beckons. There 
are things to do and places to go! 
 Paul- had once told others of his prior greatness- saying that he had a thorough Jewish training from 
his earliest childhood & then he was taught by a master- Rabbi Gam-a-lee-l in Jerusalem-sharing further that 
he was a Pharisee, the strictest sect of their religion.  But none of his breeding or study compared to the new 
person he had become B/C of Christ.  Of course, Paul hadn’t always felt this way.  At 1st Paul didn’t believe 
Jesus was the Christ – it was as if he was in a room surrounded by mirrors- only seeing himself & what he 
wanted to see- like this man-  
 An enormously rich man complained to a psychiatrist that despite his great wealth which enabled him 
to possess everything money could buy, he felt miserable. The doctor took the wealthy man by the hand and 
escorted him to a window overlooking the street what do you see?, asked the psychiatrist. I see men, women 
children, and all of nature-the man answered. Then the psychiatrist escorted the man to a mirror -now what 
do you see?  He asked. I see only myself the man replied. And the psychiatrist said, in the window there is 
glass and in the mirror there is glass. When you look through the glass in the window you can see others. But 
behind The glass in the mirror is a reflective barrier that only allows you to see yourself- when self-reflecting 



barriers are added- you cease to see others-only going through life able to mirror only your own thoughts and 
understanding. 
 God had a purpose for Paul, but God the HS had to first remove the barrier behind the glass so Paul 
could see the truth-setting him free-enabling him to go beyond his thoughts & opinions- becoming a NEW 
creation- dedicating his life to sharing the GN and doing what Jesus had commanded ALL his followers to do- 
so ALL can be saved.    
 God’s Spirit beckons- can’t you picture the Triune God holding out a hand- encouraging us to grasp it –
then with our hands joined-we begin to flow & swirl in the circle of God!?   And as wonderful as IT IS to dance 
& move in this divine dance, we’re asked to look through the window-see what’s happening beyond it & as we 
do- we’re to say- ‘here I am Lord show me what to do and where to go’    
 In allowing the Spirit to guide us– we will be guided out to share the GN- so the circle can get bigger & 
bigger AS more are invited into God’s dance.  Of course, we know that life isn’t all fun and games. There will 
be hard times as well as good times, but when we do this dance together for the good of all creation- what we 
DO will be meaningful & will have great results.   
 So with the words of Paul-‘God’s Spirit beckons. There are things to do & places to go!’ So put on your 
dancing shoes & don’t be afraid to dance- for YOU KNOW the steps.  And this song might just cause you to 
start moving too!  
SERMON HYMN: "When the Spirit of the Lord" (Fred Hammond)  
 


