
10-17-2021  SCRIPTURE:  (NLT) Luke 18:35-43,  Luke 8: 42b-48, Luke 5:17-25 
 
 For the previous 3 weeks, we spoke about our connections. 1st to Christ & to each other. Then to 
people outside our doors who turned away from God & to those who need to hear the GN. We then spoke 
about our connection to creatures and nature, leading us to today, where we’re focusing on our need to 
include people with all kinds of disabilities- both seen and unseen. Why?  
 B/C although people WITH a disability are part of our society- most people will only notice a person’s 
physical disability, and many fail to understand those who have unseen disabilities. And B/C God loves ALL 
people- we need to be MORE THAN accessible- we’re to love, be kind, respectful, patient, and encouraging to 
those society often disregards.  However what we’re to do goes beyond this.  We can probably agree that the 
church is supposed to be a welcoming place. 
 But are OUR churches welcoming?  Oh sure, most may be friendly, but that’s not really being 
welcoming esp. when a person with a developmental, mental, emotional or physical disability comes in. Being 
welcoming is accepting people for who they are WITHOUT judging, avoiding them except to give them a dirty 
look or telling them to be quiet if the person is making sounds?  
 When the church IS AT ITS BEST, it’s a place that includes people of ALL abilities.  However there is 
EVEN more to welcoming than just allowing a person to worship with us.  True welcoming leads to full 
inclusion into the life of the church.  It’s the transition from ministry TO someone -to ministry WITH someone 
which creates a sense of belonging.  And as we ALL know, belonging is important to us humans B/C it means 
acceptance & in the church it means being part of the body of Christ.  
 Although many people with disabilities are looked down upon, pushed aside or are made to feel 
unwanted, unloved, or undervalued, ALL should be included and celebrated for who they are- a person God 
created. Nevertheless, B/C humans are humans -this isn’t always the case.   

Glenn reads Luke 18:35-43 and then shares his experience being in a wheelchair 
 Many people with disabilities get pushed to the back, blocked, and hushed.  Many aren’t taken 
seriously, are just plain ignored or worse! Bart teaches us that although he didn’t have sight, he had great 
insight. He knew who Jesus was & he was determined to not only be heard.   

Jean reads Luke 8:42b-48 and then speaks about her unseen disability and what experiences she has had. 
 Doctors would’ve had an obligation to tell the Temple priests of her condition so that she would be 
labeled as unclean-untouchable- unconnected -pushing her outside of her entire community in EVERY 
significant way.  
 Although Jean’s disability doesn’t prevent her from going out, socializing, or coming to church- we 
have heard that Jean has experienced some challenges.  There are many disabilities that aren’t seen & B/C 
they aren’t- people assume that a person is a complainer, hypochondriac or just plain lazy. 
 The culture in Jesus’ time would cast out anyone not useful to society.  I believe this is one reason why 
Bart & the woman wanted to be healed- they wanted their status as God’s child to be affirmed so they would 
be included in the community- so they could belong.  
 Jesus couldn’t change all of cultural thought- so he healed people so they would be accepted into the 
life of that community. We could say that much has changed today, but it’s the unfortunate truth is that 
many in society still only see the disability and NOT the person’s abilities or their personhood-giving them 
worth!   
 We cannot change all of society’s thoughts, but what WE CAN change- is how this community of 
faith responds to those who come here by opening our eyes to see what Jesus was trying to affirm.  When 



Jesus healed he would often remind the person & anyone nearby of that person’s true identity by calling 
them a daughter, son, or part of the family of God, something that was always true, but not always 
acknowledged by the broader community so inclusion would happen.  
 But there’s another point I would like to raise listen to Luke 5:17-25 
  

One day while Jesus was teaching, some Pharisees and teachers of religious law were sitting nearby. And the 
Lord’s healing power was strongly with Jesus. Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a sleeping mat. 
They tried to take him inside to Jesus, but they couldn’t reach him because of the crowd. So they went up to 
the roof and took off some tiles. Then they lowered the sick man on his mat down into the crowd, right in 
front of Jesus. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the man, “Young man, your sins are forgiven.” But the Pharisees 
and teachers of religious law said to themselves, “Who does he think he is? That’s blasphemy! Only God can 
forgive sins!” Jesus knew what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do you question this in your 
hearts? Is it easier to say ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up and walk’?   So I will prove to you that the Son 
of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Stand 
up, pick up your mat, and go home!”  And immediately, as everyone watched, the man jumped up, picked up 
his mat, and went home praising God. 
  
 This time instead of focusing on the paralyzed man I’d like to look at his 4 friends. I believe that his 
friends knew he was more than what people saw. They knew what spiritual gifts he had, his talents, and his 
abilities. They not only accepted him, but they included him in their friend group NOT because he needed 
help or B/C they felt pity for him, BUT B/C they loved and cared about him. Not him the disabled person, but 
HIM the person God created.   
 Today’s scriptures show that in each scenario- Jesus’ plans were delayed. He could’ve felt irritated B/C 
of this, but instead he shows us that his heart welcomes a relationship with ALL people & we should too. 
When we realize and TRULY know that people –including those with a disability are made in the image of God 
-we too will accept that they not only belong, but that they have worth, spiritual gifts, and love to share.  
 The 4 men teach us another lesson- they encountered obstacles, but they didn’t let that stop them- 
instead they DARED to do something unconventional so their friend could meet Jesus and they succeeded.  
How many churches dare to do something different- so others can meet Jesus?    
 If we don’t welcome those with different abilities- helping them feel that they DO belong in our 
churches- we’re selling God short by undervaluing HOW MUCH love God has for ALL people.  When we only 
go with what’s customary OR the most discreet- we’re thinking small- while God is thinking BIG!  Can we be 
unconventional?  Will we welcome whoever comes through our door with open arms and authentic 
WELCOME!  We will introduce them to Jesus- not only through God’s Word, but through our words, actions, 
and esp. our with Christian love?  
  Will we encourage use of their gifts and honor their place in this body of Christ?  Will we let them 
minister to us – I can tell you that even a person who is profoundly disabled –can do this if given the 
opportunity-And will we be open in allowing someone to praise God HOWEVER they are able- even IF in 
doing so means they’re make a joyful noise to the Lord? 
 We’re not sharing our heart to heart today, but it’s my hope that we will all think about how we can 
be more welcoming & inclusive so that anyone who comes through our doors will NEVER feel like an outcast 
and will instead feel like their home among friends or even family.   


