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Exodus 3:1-10 

One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian. He led the flock far into 
the wilderness and came to Sinai, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a 
blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared in amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it 
didn’t burn up. 3 “This is amazing,” Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t that bush burning up? I must go see it.” 
4 When the LORD saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him from the middle of the bush, 
“Moses! Moses!” “Here I am!” Moses replied. 

5 “Do not come any closer,” the LORD warned. “Take off your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground. 6 I 
am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” When Moses heard 
this, he covered his face because he was afraid to look at God. 7 Then the LORD told him, “I have certainly seen 
the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. 
Yes, I am aware of their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and 
lead them out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey—the 
land where the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live. 9 Look! The cry of the 
people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen how harshly the Egyptians abuse them. 10 Now go, for I am 
sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of Egypt.” 

 Last week we spoke that when we’re in Christ- we not only become a NEW creation- we’re not only 
adopted into God’s family, we’re also invited to join the family business of sharing the GN of Christ with the 
world.   
        We may NOT fully understand how we’re to participate, however, we have the Bible which is a book 
about God and approx. 2500 people. And many of those people can help us understand how we CAN 
participate better.   
        Among them are Moses and Mary.  We just heard about Moses- Luke shares this about Mary.  After being 
told that she was chosen to be the mother of the Messiah and Mary wonders how it will happen- the angel 
tells her 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be 
born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God. What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become 
pregnant in her old age! People used to say she was barren,  she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth 
month. 37 For the word of God will never fail.” Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant.  May everything you 
have said about me come true.” And then the angel left her. 
         You might find it strange that I’ve chosen to speak about both together; but they’re very similar to 
each other and to us. One similarity is that God comes to them with a special mission. 
        For Moses God sent him to save God’s people by leading them out of Egypt.  God called Mary so that the 
Messiah could be born- so God could save God’s people by leading them to forgiveness and reconciliation with 
God.   
 Then we see that they’re alike in their response.  “Here I am’ said Moses.  Mary may have said ‘I am 
the Lord’s servant’- but doesn’t this also mean- ‘Here I am’?  Sure does. 
        Different as they are, physically, emotionally, and with relation to their life experiences, Moses & Mary 
both stood on the threshold of a great NEW work of God & both were used mightily IN God’s NEW work B/C 
they responded in faith.   



        Likewise -this can happen to us too by simply placing ourselves at God’s disposal each day.  In fact, 
wouldn’t it be wonderful if each of us sat up in bed when we woke up-lifted our arms- saying God “Here I am, 
Lord use me however you need to in this new day” and MEAN IT!   
 Then in going out-be ready to allow God detours to happen in our day-so we can engage with people 
who NEED to see Christ in the world!  
        Many think that Moses & Mary were special, but they really weren't.   
They had their moments of misgivings and questionings.  And although they were chosen to be involved in 
God’s work of revelation and salvation, both of them stumbled occasionally.  
 They had their faults, but the difference is- they were WILLING to say “here I am” so God could use 
them as his vessels to pour out God’s great works of grace on God’s people.                       
        All through the Bible- we see that God utilizes people for special missions so that God’s plan of salvation 
could be accomplished.  And though the people and circumstances are different the mission IS the same.  
        It’s a mission which is given to people from generation to generation. Why? B/C people in each 
generation seem to forget what was taught by the last generation. 
        Those at the beginning shared God’s mission- people heard it- but as time went on people stopped taking 
God’s ways seriously- which was evident since God’s chosen people became slaves in Egypt.   
        However, God had a plan. God would use Moses to deliver and carry out that plan.  This must have been a 
powerful plan B/C we’re still talking about it today.  That plan given was the 10 laws- the 10 commandments.  
        This way people would have something to refer to so they could live a godly life.  We know it didn’t 
exactly work- so Moses THEN became the great mediator who pleaded with God NOT to destroy his people 
B/C of their sin. 
        As time went on- God saw that no matter what help God sent to them-they couldn’t seem to get it right 
so through Mary’s son- Jesus =who WAS the ultimate mediator –by giving his life so that God’s plan of 
salvation could be accomplished.  
        And to think both acts of grace and truth BEGAN out of a response from ordinary people to God’s 
unmistakable Call.  However, it didn’t end with them- B/C of their faith, each day men and women -stepped 
up to say - ‘Here I am, Lord- use me too.’  
 I’m sure you’ve heard the saying- ‘whether these are the best of times or the worst of times- it’s the 
only time we’ve got’.  I believe that Paul was sharing something like this in 2 Corinthians 5 when he says: 
Because we understand our fearful responsibility to the Lord, we work hard to persuade others. God knows we 
are sincere, and I hope you know this, too. Are we commending ourselves to you again? No, we are giving you 
a reason to be proud of us, so you can answer those who brag about having a spectacular ministry rather than 
having a sincere heart. If it seems we are crazy, it is to bring glory to God. And if we are in our right minds, it is 
for your benefit. Either way, Christ’s love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe 
that we have all died to our old life. He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer 
live for themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them. 
So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ merely 
from a human point of view. How differently we know him now! This means that anyone who belongs to Christ 
has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! And all of this is a gift from God, who 
brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. For God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us 
this wonderful message of reconciliation. So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through 
us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the 
offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ. 



 We’ve been talking a lot about most of what Paul shares here. Our need to stop looking at people from 
a human point of view and that through Christ’s death we’re forgiven, reconciled back to God, and are given 
NEW life in Christ.  
 Paul goes on in telling us that B/C of the new life we’ve been given- we newly created people must 
then turn around-share the GN and our stories so WE can help reconcile people back to God- This indicates 
that we’ve been given a mission by God too.   
 We’re called to be Christ’s ambassadors in our communities and world in THIS moment in our history 
as we serve the Lord daily.  So what describes a genuine and successful ambassador for Christ?   Although Paul 
shares that they work hard to share why we have faith.  It’s not really about the work- it’s about having a 
sincere heart in DOING the work.  However, how many Christians take on worldview in this too-thinking that if 
they work hard enough then they’ll be successful & will see great results. 
 Though we know that this isn’t the case in sharing our faith, we tend to fall back to this secular mindset 
often.  I hate to admit it, but this was my situation when I 1st came here.  I had big dreams and soooooo many 
ideas that I wanted to quickly try out.  And this wasn’t bad in itself- what was harmful was that my impatience 
led me to rely on my own power, NOT on the Lord’s.  
 In thinking back on this, I believe it came about B/C I was so excited to begin here and B/C I felt I had 
something to prove.  After a couple of years, I found my energy was waning. One day I red this from John 15:4-
5- Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and 
you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me.  “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain 
in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.  
 I recalled this time in my life as I red about the burning bush.  I asked myself- Was the bush special?  
No, it was like any other bush around it.  So what made the bush remarkable was that God was in it. It also 
wasn’t Moses doing something for God, but God doing something through Moses. 
 I was like that ordinary bush.  I could do nothing for God.  All my reading, studying, dreams, visions- 
even trying to model myself after who I thought I needed to be-- was worthless.  What became worthwhile 
was when I acknowledged that to bloom where God planted me could only happen when I accepted that it 
WAS God in me that would cause me to bloom.   
 At this point, I felt tremendous peace because I didn’t have to struggle anymore.  I finally put God in 
control of this bush. This is a reminder for us- we cannot do ANYTHING-whether we’re young or mature 
UNLESS our inner resource IS God and we can only tap into that resource B/C of our connection with Jesus 
Christ.  
 This is important for us to know & remember- Why B/C there are millions of people in this country 
going about their days & making decisions WITHOUT Christ as their resource.  And we know this. Each Sunday 
we lift up our prayers for people to know Christ.  And I’ve come to believe that -if we keep sitting here in 
prayer, we will keep seeing minimal results.   
 So what if instead of praying for those millions of people, we began praying for God to equip and use 
us as his vessels in sharing God’s grace, mercy and love with people.  In doing this, wouldn’t we begin to see 
visions on HOW we’re to join Jesus to make it happen- meaning his mission will become our mission.  This isn’t 
anything new and we shouldn’t need a bush from the Lord to get our attention to do this.    
 Jesus gave the command centuries ago to preach the good news to everyone.  Let us- allow Christ’s 
love control us.  Let’s go out in small ways to all people-showing God’s love= leaving the rest up to God. Just 
like Paul and the rest of Jesus’ followers 2000 yrs. ago- Christ is calling us- his ambassadors -to be part of God’s 
mission in revealing the ability to receive salvation to people today.   
 


