
11-21-21 Reflection 
John 1:1- 4 - In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created everything through him, and nothing was created except 
through him. 4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone. 
 The Word is the source of God‘s message and God‘s standard of holiness which is to govern the world 
by helping people know that God loves us and how God wants us to live as kingdom dwellers. Jesus came to 
help us understand WHAT God has wanted humans to know since the beginning –leading us in the truth by 
word and example.  Making “The Christ” not a dictator king, but a Shepherding King.  
 Jesus’ kingship was different from the moment he was born -never conforming to thoughts usually 
associated with earthly kingship, glory or power. However, he was regarded as dangerous by the religious 
authorities.  Why? B/C he preached that the kingdom of God was ESP. for the poor and outcasts, rather than 
for the powerful and rich.   
 As you can imagine, this message didn’t fly with those who embraced  pomp and ceremony- with all 
the trappings that wealth & status brings.  They wanted to silence him B/C MUCH of what they said - is WHAT 
Jesus taught AGAINST.  However, he didn’t just teach-he backed up his teaching with godly living and loving.   
 It was B/C of his radicle message- that the Jews and Romans began to fear that these ordinary people 
who numbered in the thousands would become bold and would rise up to change their current way of life by 
force.  
 Then to add to their angst, they began hearing that Jesus was being referred to as a king leading them 
to think that he himself might attempt to seize their authority.  So what do you do with someone that you 
fear?  You try to get rid of them, but Pilate didn’t totally follow their plan as we hear in John 18:33-37 
 Then Pilate went back into his headquarters and called for Jesus to be brought to him. “Are you the king of the 
Jews?” he asked him. Jesus replied, “Is this your own question, or did others tell you about me?”  “Am I a Jew?” 
Pilate retorted. “Your own people and their leading priests brought you to me for trial. Why? What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. If it were, my followers would fight to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jewish leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this world.” Pilate said, “So you are 
a king?” Jesus responded, “You say I am a king. Actually, I was born and came into the world to testify to the 
truth. All who love the truth recognize that what I say is true.” 
 At Jesus‘s trial we hear Pilate asks Jesus out right “Are you The king of the Jews?”  Although Jesus 
didn’t exactly say he was a king, he did talk about his kingdom and why he came.  In any event, Pilate accepted 
Jesus’ Kingship to the point that he placed- a plague “Jesus, of Nazareth-the “King of the Jews” in 3 languages 
which was nailed to the cross for ALL to see- the religious leaders were none too pleased!   
 Although the people rejected him then & now- to those who believe- He remains the Messiah, the King 
who died for the sins of ALL people & rose so that we would know that this King whom we serve –frees us 
from earthly thoughts that would alienate us from the God who loves & cares about us.  
 But what are we to make of this strange kingdom where the king is a servant of all?  How is it possible 
to have a king who washes feet and who cares nothing for earthly power? More importantly- HOW is it 
possible to follow him?  Perhaps the secret lies in his testimony to the truth.   
 The TRUTH he is talking about is the truth about God, God’s love for ALL God created, and how God 
wants us all to be woven together in relationship- not just with humanity-but with divinity as well.    This is 
kingdom life.  It’s a life lived in a close relationship with God so that we can find ways to live in relationship 
with each other. However, Jesus teachings go beyond this.   



  Jesus tells us not to worry about earthly power, wealth or challenges- urging us instead to live 
according to his teachings and stay connected to him so that we can be Kingdom people.  Why do we need to 
be Kingdom people today?  
 One reason comes from Rev. 15:2-4-Then I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire. I also 
saw those who had won the victory over the beast and its image and over the one whose name is represented 
by a number. They were standing by the sea of glass, holding harps that God had given them and singing the 
song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb: “Lord God Almighty, how great and wonderful 
are your deeds! King of the nations, how right and true are your ways!  Who will not stand in awe of you, Lord? 
Who will refuse to declare your greatness? You alone are holy. All the nations will come and worship you, 
because your just actions are seen by all.” 
  This tells us of the urgency in our need to be Kingdom people NOW.  Make NO mistake- what we’re 
experiencing today-IS the “beast” of our day & we need to be victorious over the beast whose opinions & 
actions are contrary to God’s truth and Jesus’ teachings.   
  And the ONLY way to be victorious is by telling and showing people that there is another way- a godly 
way to live- teaching what our Shephard King has taught us, and by sharing the GN & our stories of God W/us 
with others.   
 If Christians don’t begin to make all this HIGHLY observable - HOW will the nations know how great and 
wonderful God is?  They won’t! But this ISN’T God’s plan.  God’s plan is that people of all nations- no matter 
who they are –are loved and given the opportunity to know God through the TRUTH of God’s Word, and 
through the teachings and the life of Christ. 
 If we do our kingdom work earnestly - our next hymn will come true and we can have greater hope 
that THERE WILL BE many at the sea of glass and fire when that day finally dawns.  
 
SERMON HYMN: TWC# 266-“At the Name of Jesus 
 


